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Lori Jordan-Rice Lori Jordan-Rice has a bachelor’s de-
gree in elementary education from the University of North 
Texas and spent a decade teaching a variety of subjects to 

kindergartners through sixth graders. She hopes to cure the historical illiteracy she saw in the 
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Tyler Thompson doesn’t know which is worse: trying out 
for the school basketball team or giving an oral report about 
Christopher Columbus in front of the whole class! But with 
the help of the magic trapdoor beneath his school desk 
and his trusted canine guide, Barnabas Bailey, Tyler 
travels back in time to visit Columbus himself. When 
he sees the setbacks even a great explorer can 
face before reaching his goal, Tyler knows he  
can’t give up.
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